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1. Claims 1-11 are pending. 

Specification 

2. The specification is objected to as failing to provide proper antecedent basis for 
the claimed subject matter. See 37 CFR 1.75(d)(1) and MPEP § 608.01 (o). Correction 
of the following is required: The claim 1 contains subject matter . "A telephone line 
interface to receive an incoming fax transmission sent with an auxiliary data field " 
which was not described in the specification. 

3. The specification is objected to as failing to provide proper antecedent basis for 
the claimed subject matter. See 37 CFR 1.75(d)(1) and MPEP § 608.01 (o). Correction 
of the following is required: The claim 6 contains subject matter wherein the incoming 
fax transmission has an auxiliary data field " which was not described in the 
specification . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 1 recites the limitation " the data field " in "a computing device to execute a 
program that includes a function which converts the fax image into a computer-readable 
format, a function which reads the data field received with the fax transmission". There 
is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 6 recites the limitation " the data field " in "the computing device is to insert 
information form the data field into a from-field of an email message in which said 
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portion of the fax image is to be routed". There is insufficient antecedent basis for this 
limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Bloomfield (U.S. Patent. No. 6,707,580) "Provisional application No. 60/048,064, filed on 
May 30, 1997, and provisional application No. 60/028,405, filed on Oct 15, 1996". 

In the claim 1 , see figures 1 , 4, 5, 7, 1 1A, 1 1C, Bloomfield discloses, see figure 

5, "283, 288, 292, 296", col. 7, lines 5-18, the Fax-server 110 service the call by, 
among other tasks: verifying (against a stored list of valid identification codes of fax 
interface device 102) that the call is to be processed "Check the fax device is 
authorized to user the Fax-Server 110"; (see col. 8, lines 43-50, figure 4, the E-mail 
message 270 comprises a message portion 272, described below, and attached image 
data file 274. The attached image data file 274 includes image data representative of 
the document being communicated, via E-mail, from the sender's fax machine 106 to 
the recipient's E-mail 1 18 by the FAX/Email communication system 100); (See figure 5, 
1 1A, the information and data used to populate the "fields" 282, 286, 290, of the header 
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portion 276, as well as the text 300 and link data 297 of the body portion 280, as well as 
the informative data found in the textual portion 299 is all information and data received 
by the Fax-Server 110 during step 1034 and 1036 of the process described below (see 
FIG. 11 A) and/or generated at step 1074 of the process (see FIG. 11C), and is that 
information and data which constitutes the message portion 272 of the E-mail message 
270 depicted in FIG.4); comprising: 

A telephone line interface (FAX-SERVER 110), see figures 1,4, 5, 1 1 A, to receive an 
incoming fax transmission sent with an auxiliary data field (See figure 5, 1 1 A, the 
information and data used to populate the "fields" 282, 286, 290 "Auxiliary data 
fields", of the header portion 276, as well as the text 300 and link data 297 of the body 
portion 280, as well as the informative data found in the textual portion 299 is all 
information and data received by the Fax-Server 110 during step 1034 and 1036 of 
the process described below (see FIG. 1 1A) and/or generated at step 1074 of the 
process (see FIG. 1 1C), and is that information and data which constitutes the message 
portion 272 of the E-mail message 270 depicted in FIG.4) (see col. 9, lines 1-25); 
A fax processor to convert the fax transmission into a fax image (see col. 2, lines 23-35, 
the present invention comprises apparatus and methods for the input of an E-mail 
address locally to a facsimile machine, for directing the transmission of the image to a 
remotely located FEM-GATEWAY, for receiving and converting data representative of 
an image scanned by the facsimile device (referred to herein as facsimile information) 
into a computer-readable data file formatted in an image data file format, for creating 
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an addressed E-mail message to which the computer-readable data file is attached, and 
for delivering the E-mail and attachment to a desired recipient); 
A computing device to execute a program that includes a function which converts the 
fax image into a computer-readable format (see col. 2, lines 23-35, the present 
invention comprises apparatus and methods for the input of an E-mail address locally to 
a facsimile machine, for directing the transmission of the image to a remotely located 
FEM-GATEWAY, for receiving and converting data representative of an image 
scanned by the facsimile device (referred to herein as facsimile information) into a 
computer-readable data file formatted in an image data file format, for creating an 
addressed E-mail message to which the computer-readable data file is attached, and for 
delivering the E-mail and attachment to a desired recipient) (the present invention's 
handling of the fax message by converting the message to a computer-readable image 
file and attaching it to a system generated E-mail message), a function which reads the 
data field received with the fax transmission, and a function that causes a portion of the 
fax image to be routed, in said computer-readable format, to an email address via an 
email message, wherein information from the data field is to be inserted into a from-field 
of the email message. 

5. In the claims 2, 3, 9, 10, Bloomfield discloses the computer device is to execute a 
further function which includes a decoding viewer in an email transmission to a recipient 
of message, to facilitate viewing of message (see col. 14, lines 10-15, lines 35-37). 
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6. In the claims 4,11, Bloomfield discloses wherein the information inserted into 
the from-field of the email messages is a return email address of a sender of fax 
transmission (see col. 9, lines 1-25). 

7. In the claim 5, Bloomfield see figures 1, 4, 5, 7, 11 A, 11 C, Bloomfield discloses, 
see figure 5, "283, 288, 292, 296", col. 7, lines 5-18, the Fax-server 110 service the 
call by, among other tasks: verifying (against a stored list of valid identification codes of 
fax interface device 102) that the call is to be processed "Check the fax device is 
authorized to user the Fax-Server 110"; (see col. 8, lines 43-50, figure 4, the E-mail 
message 270 comprises a message portion 272, described below, and attached image 
data file 274. The attached image data file 274 includes image data representative of 
the document being communicated, via E-mail, from the sender's fax machine 106 to 
the recipient's E-mail 118 by the FAX/Email communication system 100); (See figure 5, 
1 1A, the information and data used to populate the "fields" 282, 286, 290, of the header 
portion 276, as well as the text 300 and link data 297 of the body portion 280, as well as 
the informative data found in the textual portion 299 is all information and data received 
by the Fax-Server 110 during step 1034 and 1036 of the process described below (see 
FIG. 1 1A) and/or generated at step 1074 of the process (see FIG. 1 1C), and is that 
information and data which constitutes the message portion 272 of the E-mail message 
270 depicted in FIG.4); comprising: 

A telephone line interface (FAX-SERVER 110), see figures 1,4, 5, 1 1A, to receive an 
incoming fax transmission (See figure 5, 1 1 A, the information and data used to populate 
the "fields" 282, 286, 290 "data fields", of the header portion 276, as well as the text 
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300 and link data 297 of the body portion 280, as well as the informative data found in 
the textual portion 299 is all information and data received by the Fax-Server 110 
during step 1034 and 1036 of the process described below (see FIG. 1 1A) and/or 
generated at step 1074 of the process (see FIG. 1 1C), and is that information and data 
which constitutes the message portion 272 of the E-mail message 270 depicted in 
FIG.4) (see col. 9, lines 1-25); 

A fax processor to convert the fax transmission into a fax image (see col. 2, lines 23-35, 
the present invention comprises apparatus and methods for the input of an E-mail 
address locally to a facsimile machine, for directing the transmission of the image to a 
remotely located FEM-GATEWAY, for receiving and converting data representative of 
an image scanned by the facsimile device (referred to herein as facsimile information) 
into a computer-readable data file formatted in an image data file format, for creating 
an addressed E-mail message to which the computer-readable data file is attached, and 
for delivering the E-mail and attachment to a desired recipient); 
A computing device to execute a program that includes a function which converts the 
fax image into a computer-readable format (see col. 2, lines 23-35, the present 
invention comprises apparatus and methods for the input of an E-mail address locally to 
a facsimile machine, for directing the transmission of the image to a remotely located 
FEM-GATEWAY, for receiving and converting data representative of an image 
scanned by the facsimile device (referred to herein as facsimile information) into a 
computer-readable data file formatted in an image data file format, for creating an 
addressed E-mail message to which the computer-readable data file is attached, and for 
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delivering the E-mail and attachment to a desired recipient) (the present invention's 
handling of the fax message by converting the message to a computer-readable image 
file and attaching it to a system generated E-mail message), a function that performs a 
look-up operation using the header information to derive an email address (see figure 5, 
col. 9, lines 1-25, lines 63-67) , and a function that causes a portion of the fax image to 
be routed, in said computer-readable format, to the email address, wherein the 
computing device is to execute a further function which includes a decoding viewer in a 
email transmission to a recipient of said message, to facilitate viewing of message (see 
col. 14, lines 10-15, lines 33-37). 

8. In the claim 6, Bloomfield discloses the incoming fax transmission has an 
auxiliary data field (See figure 5, 1 1 A, the information and data used to populate the 
"fields" 282, 286, 290 "Auxiliary data fields", of the header portion 276, as well as the 
text 300 and link data 297 of the body portion 280, as well as the informative data found 
in the textual portion 299 is all information and data received by the Fax-Server 110 
during step 1034 and 1036 of the process described below (see FIG. 1 1A) and/or 
generated at step 1074 of the process (see FIG. 1 1C), and is that information and data 
which constitutes the message portion 272 of the E-mail message 270 depicted in 
FIG.4) (see col. 9, lines 1-25), and the computing device is to insert information from the 
data field into a from-field of an email message in which portion of the fax image is to be 
routed (see col. 2, lines 23-35, the present invention comprises apparatus and methods 
for the input of an E-mail address locally to a facsimile machine, for directing the 
transmission of the image to a remotely located FEM-GATEWAY, for receiving and 
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converting data representative of an image scanned by the facsimile device (referred 
to herein as facsimile information) into a computer-readable data file formatted in an 
image data file format, for creating an addressed E-mail message to which the 
computer-readable data file is attached, and for delivering the E-mail and attachment to 
a desired recipient) (the present invention's handling of the fax message by converting 
the message to a computer-readable image file and attaching it to a system generated 
E-mail message). 

9. In the claim 7, Bloomfield discloses the information inserted into the from-field of 
the email messages is a return email address (see figure 5, col. 9, lines 1-25, of a 
sender of fax transmission. 

10. In the claim 8, see figures 1 , 4, 5, 7, 1 1 A, 1 1C, Bloomfield discloses, see figure 
5, "283, 288, 292, 296", col. 7, lines 5-18, the Fax-server 110 service the call by, 
among other tasks: verifying (against a stored list of valid identification codes of fax 
interface device 102) that the call is to be processed "Check the fax device is 
authorized to user the Fax-Server 110"; (see col. 8, lines 43-50, figure 4, the E-mail 
message 270 comprises a message portion 272, described below, and attached image 
data file 274. The attached image data file 274 includes image data representative of 
the document being communicated, via E-mail, from the sender's fax machine 106 to 
the recipient's E-mail 1 18 by the FAX/Email communication system 100); (See figure 5, 
1 1 A, the information and data used to populate the "fields" 282, 286, 290, of the header 
portion 276, as well as the text 300 and link data 297 of the body portion 280, as well as 
the informative data found in the textual portion 299 is all information and data received 
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by the Fax-Server 110 during step 1034 and 1036 of the process described below (see 
FIG. 11 A) and/or generated at step 1074 of the process (see FIG. 11C), and is that 
information and data which constitutes the message portion 272 of the E-mail message 
270 depicted in FIG.4); comprising: 

A telephone line interface (FAX-SERVER 110), see figures 1,4, 5, 1 1 A, to receive an 
incoming fax transmission including a data field from a sender (See figure 5, 1 1A, the 
information and data used to populate the "fields" 282, 286, 290 "data fields", of the 
header portion 276, as well as the text 300 and link data 297 of the body portion 280, as 
well as the informative data found in the textual portion 299 is all information and data 
received by the Fax-Server 110 during step 1034 and 1036 of the process described 
below (see FIG. 1 1 A) and/or generated at step 1074 of the process (see FIG. 1 1C), and 
is that information and data which constitutes the message portion 272 of the E-mail 
message 270 depicted in FIG.4) (see col. 9, lines 1-25); 

A fax processor to convert the fax transmission into a fax image (see col. 2, lines 23-35, 
the present invention comprises apparatus and methods for the input of an E-mail 
address locally to a facsimile machine, for directing the transmission of the image to a 
remotely located FEM-GATEWAY, for receiving and converting data representative of 
an image scanned by the facsimile device (referred to herein as facsimile information) 
into a computer-readable data file formatted in an image data file format, for creating 
an addressed E-mail message to which the computer-readable data file is attached, and 
for delivering the E-mail and attachment to a desired recipient); 
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A computing device to execute a program that includes a function which converts the 
fax image into a computer-readable format (see col. 2, lines 23-35, the present 
invention comprises apparatus and methods for the input of an E-mail address locally to 
a facsimile machine, for directing the transmission of the image to a remotely located 
FEM-GATEWAY, for receiving and converting data representative of an image 
scanned by the facsimile device (referred to herein as facsimile information) into a 
computer-readable data file formatted in an image data file format, for creating an 
addressed E-mail message to which the computer-readable data file is attached, and for 
delivering the E-mail and attachment to a desired recipient) (the present invention's 
handling of the fax message by converting the message to a computer-readable image 
file and attaching it to a system generated E-mail message), a function which reads the 
data field received with the fax transmission, and a function that causes a portion of the 
fax image to be routed, in said computer-readable format, to an email address via an 
email message, wherein the sender's return information taken from the data field (see 
col.9, lines 1-25) is to be inserted into the email message. 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Chuong ho whose telephone number is (571 )272-3133. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8:00AM-4:00PM. 
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The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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